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THE CIRCULAR, | 


Is published on Tuesday, Thustday and Satur-|rOR SALE AT THE OFFICE OF THE CIRCULAR. 


day, of every week, at 43 Willow Place, (near the 
south Ferry, Atlantic-st.,) Brooklyn, N. Y. 
ferms—Lree, to those who chouse to receive free- 


ly: Laree Dollars per annum lo those who prefer 


tu pay: 
Specimen numbers may be ordered by those whe 


wisa ty vecume acquainted withthe paper ; and if 


any choose to tuke it temporarily, it will be sent 
to them for any period which they may designate, 
and will be stopped at the expiration of such pe- 
riod, unless ordered further. 
iddress “THE CIRCULAR, Brooklyn, N.Y.” 
Any subscriber can discontinue his paper at any 
time, either by notifying his Postmaster, or by 
sending back a paper having his name and resi- 
dence un it, with the simple urder——“* Discontinue.” 
—————————————————————— ee 
Editorial Notice. 

As the sentiments, objects, and terms of the Circular, are un- 
asual, we appropriate our first columns to such information 
sbout it, as may be needed by those who think of subscribing 
for it. We employ no ageuts to sulicit subscriptions, and our 
friends are cautioned against urging any to take the paper. Our 
rule is, not to send it to any one on the application of a third per- 
son, except in special cases where we know the applicant, and are 
sare he is fully authorized. Our wish and request is, that every 
person proposing to subscribe for the Circular, should read the 
entire contents of these first advertising columns and judge for 
himself, without relying on any otacr representations, wheth- 
« the paper is what he wauts. 


FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES 
OF THE CIRCULAR, 
RELIGION AND SOCIALISM; 


The Religion of the Bible,-=- 
The Socialism of the Primitive Church. 


LEADING TOPICS. 
SALVATION FROM SIN, THE GIFT 
of the Gospel. 
* Thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he shall save 
his people frum tueir sins.” (Matt. 1: 21.) 
THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST, 
A. VD. 7U, or ‘immediately atter’ the Destruction 
of Jerusalein, at the close of the Bible record 
and the apostolic age. 
** Verily L say uatv you, There be some standing 


here which shail nut tuste vf death, wll they see the 
Sou of man cowing in lus kingdom.’ (Matt. Lu: 28.) 


THE KINGDOM OF GOD, FOUND- 
ed in the heavenly Jerusalem by Uhrist and his 
foMowers 15VU years ago, and nuw being extend- 
ed vo chis world and iHaues, uniting three worlds 
on the plane of the Second Kesurrection. 

“Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on eaRTH 

AS IT IS IN HEAVEN.” (Matt. 6: 10.) 

MIRACLES, A PERPETUAL AGEN- 
cy at the cal! of Faith; in opposition tu the in- 
tidel maxim chat ‘the Age of Miracles is past.’ 
** Verily, verily, l say unto you, He that believeth 

on me, the works that L do shall he do also; and 

greater works than these shall he do; because I go 

unto my Father.”—-JoAdn 14: 12. 

COMMUNISM, AN INSTITUTION 
of ihe Holy Spirit—the Social Order of Heaven. 
** All mine are thine, and thine are mine.”—Jesus 

Christ. 

DELIVERANCE FROM DISEASE 
and Death, toretold by the Prophets, fulfilled 
by Christ. 

‘* He will swallow up Deara in Vicrory.” Isaiah. 


GENERAL PLATFORM 

OF PRINCIPLES AND MEASURES, 

Sovereignty of Jesus Christ, dating from his 
Second Coming, A. D. 70. 

Co-sovereignty of the Primitive Church, raised 
from the dead at the Second Coming. 

Unity of all Believers, in this world and in Ha- 
des, with the one Kingdom in the Heavens. 

Resurrection of the Spirit, abolishing Sin and 
Selfishness. 


Resurrection of the Body, overcoming Disease, 
renewing Youth, and abolishing Death. 


Community of Property of all kinds, with In- 
spiration for distribution. 


Dwelling together in Association, or Complex 
Families. 


Home Churches and Home Schools. 

Meetings every Evening. 

Lord’s Supper at every Meal. 

Free Criticism the Regulator of Society. 
Horticulture the leading business for subsistence. 


A Daily Press, divorced from Mammon, and 
devoted to God. 

















The reader will find further information about 


th + eine : ‘ 
¢ Religion and Socialism of The Circular in the ganof the true-hearted every where—growing up 


PUBLICATIONS, 


BIBLE COMMUNISM ; 4 Compilation from 
the Annual Reports and other publications 
of the Oneida Association and its Branches ; 
presenting, in connection with their History, 
a summary view of their Religious and Social 
Theories. 128 pages, octavo. Price 50 cts. 
Printed and published at the office of The 
Circular, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Contents ef Bible Cemmunism. 


PART L—MATTERS OF FACT. 


Location of the Oneida Association. Number of 
members. Mansion House. Historical sketch. Re- 
ligious views. Form of government. Religious 
exercises. System of Criticism. Schools. Theory 
of the Rights of Property. Treatment of matrimo- 
nial and parental relations. System of Free La- 
bor. Agriculture. Manufactures. Cost of liv- 
ing. Conditions of membership and withdrawal. 
Branch Associations, at Brooklyn, N. Y., Newark, 
N. J., Wallingford, Conn., Putney and Cambridge, 
Vt. Health of the Association. General condi- 
tion of morality and prosperity. 


PART fi.—8SOCIAL THEORY. 

PRELIMINARIES. 

BIBLE ARGUMENT.—Cwaprer I. Showing what 
is properly to be anticipated concerning the 
coming of the Kingdom of Heaven and its insti- 
tutions on earth. 

Cuaprer Il, Showing that Marriage is not an 
institution of the Kingdom of Heaven, and must 
give place to Communism. 

Cuarrer IJ. Showing that Death is to be abol- 
ished in the Kingdom of Heaven, and that, to 
this end, there must be a restoration of true 
relations between the Sexes. 

Cuarrer 1V. Showing how the Sexual Function 
is to be redeemed, and true relations between 
the sexes restored. 

Cuarrer V. Showing that Shame, instead of be- 
ing one of the prime virtues, is a part of origi- 
nal Sin, and belongs to the Apostasy. 

Cuarter VI. Showing the bearings of the pre- 
ceding views on Socialism, Political Economy, 
Manners and Customs, Xc. 

Cuarrer VII. A concluding Caveat, that ought 
to be well noted by every Reader of the fore- 
going Argument. 


PART IIL.—DOCTRINAL FOUNDATIONS. 
Criticism oF CuristenpoM. ConstiruTionaL Curis- 
Tianity. THe Biste on MarriaGe. Paut’s Views 
or Marriage. Law or ApbuLtery. 

APPENDIX TO PART IIL.—CoLtoquy on Mar- 
RIAGE AND SLAVERY. 





The Berean; A Manual for the help of 
those who seek the Faith of the Primitive 
Church: anoctavo volume of 500 pages.—- 
By J H. Noyes. Price, $1,50. 

The Berean contains free, outline discussions of the great 
Religious topics of interest: Salvation from Sin, The New 
Birth, The Second Coming, Resurrection, Origin of Evil, Our 
Relations to the Heavenly Church, Abolition of Death, Con- 
densation of Life, &c. &c.,—treated strictly according to Bible 
evidence, but developing many new and interesting conclu- 
sions, differing widely from those of the old Theology. Al) 
who wish to understand Bist Communism—its constitutional 
basis, and prospects of success—should acquaint themselves 
with the contents of this book. 


The Circular; Complete Files of Vol. 1, 
(Weekly,) $1,00; and of Vol. 2, (Semi- 
Weekly,) $2,00. 


The Perfectionist; (Bound;) Vols. 1, 2, 
and 3: and Tue Witness, Vol. 2. Price 
$1,00 per Volume. 


Salvation from Sin, Explained and Defen- 
ded. By J. H. Noyes. Price, 6 1-4 cts. 


Annual Reports, (Second and Third,) of the 
Onerpa Association. Price 12 1-2 ets. 











Postage. 

POSTAGE OF THE CIRCULAR, (Prepaid)-- 
Within this State, Out of the State, 

10 cts. per quarter, or 19 1-2 cts. per quarter, or 
39 cts. a year. 78 cts. a year. 

ja lf not paid in advance, double the above 
rates is charged. 

POSTAGE OF BOOKS-- 

Bible Communism, 3 cts. prepaid. 

The Berean, 28 cts. prepaid, or 42 cts. not prepaid. 
Je Persons ordering the above books, and wish- 
ing to prepay the postage, can enclcse to us the 
amount in government stamps. 


Wanted for the Circular. 


Well written articles on all subjects of interest, in- 
cluding Personal Confessions of Christ, and Faith 
Experience ; Discussions of Communism and Practi- 
cal Reform; General Correspondence, and Reports of 
News, &c. &c. By writing for The Circular, its 
friends will realize its highest value—making it an 
occasion of improvement both ways, in giving and 
receiving. Let it be a Community Parer—an or- 





ASSOCIATED COMMUNITIES, 
at 
Newark, N. J. 
Wallingford, Ct. 
Cambridge, Vt. 


gots 7] Fe 
rooklyn, N. Y. 
Putney, Vt 


BUSINESS CARDS CF THE COMMUNITIES. 


Gardens, Mill, and Work-shops, viz: 


NURSERY FRUIT TREES, 
Consisting of— 
APPLES, the most approved varieties. 
PEARS, do. 
CHERRIES, 
PLUMS, 


Choice varieties. 
PEACHES, 


STRAWBERRY PLANTS, 


Early Scarlet, and Hovey’s Seedling. 
Also, Myatt’s Victoria PIE PLANTS. 


GOOD WHEAT FLOUR, 


sacks—-Inpian Meat, Freep, &c. 


RUSTIC FURNITURE, 


Garden Furniture. 


STEEL TRAPS, 
Of various sizes and descriptions. 


promptly attended to. 
Oneida, N. Y., 1854. 


HAVING A COMMON INTEREST IN ALL THINGS. 


HE ONEIDA COMMUNITY HAVE ON HAND 
for sale, the following productions of their 


(Standards & Dwarfs.) 


Isabella Grape Vines, Raspberries, &c., &c. 
Of the following varieties :--Burr’s New Pine, Large 


Usually on hand at the THE FLOURING MILL, 
in barrels and sacks; also Buckwneart Frovur, in 


Consisting of Rustic Chairs and Seats, of various 
kinds ; Tables, Stands, and Flower Vases; Frames 
for vines, creepers, &c.; besides a variety of other 


7-® Orders for any of the above articles, ad- 
dressed to Jonathan Burt, Oneida, N. Y., will be 





on hand and for sale at their Grist-Mill, 
EXCELLENT FLOUR, 


munity Miils, Oneida, N.Y. Also, 


CORN, RYE, AND OATS, 
at the usual prices. 


the ear crushed and ground at the usual rates. 
BAKER & HALL, Millers. 
Putney, Vt., 1854. 





Community Machine-Shop. 


x a | 
W.R.INSLEE & CO., 
MACHINISTS, 
Hedenberg Buildings, Newark, N. J. 
W. R. I. & Co., manufacture Printing Presses, (for copper- 
plate and letter-press printing.) Jeweler’s Tools, Machinists’ 
Lathes, &c. &c. ; and are prepared to execute orders for ma_ 
chinery generally. 
WM. R. INSLEE. 








ABRAM C. SMITH. 





Community Press. 


THE ‘CIRCULAR’ PRINTING OFFICE, 
NO. 43 WILLOW PLACE, 
Near the Cor. of State-st. 








The undersigned, having recently added to their 
establishment new Presses, and an assortment of 
new Job Type, are prepared to print Cards, La- 
bels, Circulars, Hand-Bills, Bill-Heads, and plain 
and fancy work generally, with neatness and dis- 
patch. 

J& Office No. 43 Willow Place, near State-street, 
(between Columbia and Hicks streets. ) 

8. R. LEONARD & CO. 


What Ought to be Done. 


1. Religion is, by right, the highest teacher of 
mankind, and ought to use the most commanding 
instrumentality. 

2. The press is, at this day, the most command- 
ing instrumentality of instruction. Therefore reli- 
gion ought to lay out its strength not in the pulpit 
but on the press. 

8. Journalism is the superior function of the 
press—more effective than book-making, because 
more continuous and universalin itsoperation. Re- 
ligion ought, therefore, to take the lead in Jour- 
nalism. 

4. The Daily Press is the highest form of Jour- 
nalism--as much more effective than the weekly 
press, as the latter is more effective than book-mak- 
ing, and for the same reason. Religion ought there- 
fore to ascend from the pulpit tothe sanctum of the 
Daily Press. 

5. Believing that what ought to be done can be 
done, the publishers and friends of The Circular, 
in the name of the Christian religion, have pur- 
posed and are preparing to institute a Daily Reli- 











ensuing Advertisements of Publications, and of the in power and edification, with their growth in 
Associated Communities at Oneida, Newark, &c. ; 





gious Press. 


HE PUTNEY COMMUNITY HAVE USUALLY 


recently manufactured from new wheat, at the Com- 


TueEiR Mitt has recently been put in good repair, 
and is now doing the regular business of an ordinary 
Grist-mill, with satisfaction and dispatch. Corn in 


Central Business Agency. 


Grorce Cragin, General Agent for the Associated 
Communities, offers his services to others who may 
have business in New-York, which they are willing 
to intrust to him. Ilis acquaintance in the city, and 
the experience and facilities of business which he 
has acquired by his agency for the Communities, en 
ables him to buy and sell Goods, Produce, Land 
Warrants, &c., &e., safely and advantageously. Ad- 
dress ‘George Cragin, Box No. 6, Brooklyn, N. Y.’ 





Practical Communism--A Plan for 
Kmployers. 


Natural, and Practicable Immediately 
for all sorts of Business, and in the midst 
of Society as it ts. 

This plan is founded on the simple proposition, fo 
substitute the family relation for the system of 
hiring. As the opposers of slavery say to the 
slave-master, ‘Emancipate your negroes, and car- 
ry on your business by ‘paying them wages,’ so it is 
now said to the hireling master, ‘ Stop hiring, and 
carry on your business by taking your workmen 
into your family.’ In other words, let every dis- 
tinct form of business which employs and supports 
a number of workmen, be the gathering-point of a 
family sufficient to man the business, and carry on 
all its domestic affairs without hiring. Let the em- 
ployer, whatever his line of business, rive with his 
men, and make them interested partnexs inatead of 
holding them Dy the mere bond of wages, and sup- 
porting their families scattered abroad. 

The material advantages of this business conden- 
sation, would be in part as follows : 

1. Opportunity of acquaintance, and eonstant con- 
sultation between the workmen. 

2. Enthusiasm, induced by aggregation and en- 
tire community of interests. 

8. Saving of time and labor in traveling to and 
fro, and the care of domestic affairs. 

4. Relief from complicated accounts and arbitrary 
money payments. 

The educational and religious advantages of this 
plan would be manifold and complete. 

1. Every important business would be the gath- 
ering point of an extensive FaMILy. 

2. That family, embracing of course persons quali- 
fied to instruct, and having constant opportunity 
for meeting and mutual help would become a scuooi.. 
3. That school, rising into the knowledge of God, 
and having the best possible facilities for mutual 
criticism and religious culture, would become a 
cuurcn. Thus business would beeome a truly sa- 
cred institution—the very platform of the worship 
of God. The four great interests of mankind—busi- 
ness, family affection, education, and religion— 
would join hands and dwell together wherever hu- 
man beings have a home. 
ED 
Destruction or Brrps—We hear with 
concern that the extraordinary snuw-storm 
which commenced on Friday evening last and 
continued at intervals till Tuesday of this 
week, has proved most fatal to the Robins 
through all this region. One farmer in West- 
chester County says he could have picked up 
a bushel of them (dead) on his farm. We 
fear more than half of all the Robins withinfi 
miles of our City have been starved or cli: d 
to death.— Tribune. 

















Improvine Frurr.—A correspondent of the 
Gardener’s Gazetle says :—* I have, from ob- 
servation, and a series of trials, ascertained that 
all sorts of fruits can be raised about one-third 
larger than they usually are, and their qualities 
much improved, simply by supporting the fruit 
in the following manner :—As soon as it is ful- 
ly developed, it should not be allowed to hang 
its weight upon its stalk, as the increasing 
weight strains the stalk, and in that way lessens 
the quantity of nutritious fluid flowing to the 
fruit. This may be obviated in some cases by 
laying the pear, apple, or whatever it may be, 
upon a branch, and fixing it with a piece of 
matting, to prevent its being moved by the 
wind; or by putting it into a small uet, made 
for the purpose, at the same time keeping the 
stalk in a horizontal position, when it can be 
done without twisting or bending it—as the 
bending, either accidentally or by the weight of 
the fruit, is, in my opinion, most injurious to 
its growth ; for the pores of the woody stalk 
are strained on the one side of the bend and 
compressed on the other; hence the vessels 
through which the requisite nourishment flows 
being thus partially shut up, the growth of the 





fruit is retarded in proportion to the straining 
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and compressing of the stalk. The fixing of 
the fruit also prevents the risk of its falling off 
and getting damaged before it reaches maturity. 
I have grown dahlias upon the same principle, 
and with similar suecess, and I have no doubt 
that the most of flower blooms, especially those 
which are weighty and inclining, can be grown 
much larger by the system referred to, and, in 
short, all sorts of vegetables, trees, ete.”— 
Home Journal. 





..-- The oldest book in the United States, 
it is said, is a manuscript Bible in the posses- 
sion of Dr. Witherspoon, of Alabama, written 
over a thousand years ago! He describes it as 
follows :—‘* The book is strongly bound in 
boards of the old English oak, and with 
thongs, by which the leaves are also well bouad 
together. The leaves are entirely made of 
parchment, of a most superior quality, of fine- 
ness and smoothness little inferior to the best 
satin. The pages are all ruled with great ac- 
curacy, and written with great uniformity and 
beauty in the old German text hand, and di- 
vided off into chapters and verses. The first 
chapter of every book in the Bible is written 
with a large capital of inimitable beauty, and 
splendidly illuminated with red, blue and black 
ink, still in vivid colours ; and no two of the 
capital letters in the book are precisely alike.” 


—TLlome Journal. 
a 


Fertility in Palestine 

The following paragraph occurs in a description 
of Mr. Meshullam’s farm near Bethlehem. It is an 
interesting evidence of the latent natural resources 
of that land, which was once so celebrated for its fer- 
tility. 

Many suppose that Palestine is now but a 
desert land, and will scarcely be prepared for 
the following proofs of the wonderfully pro- 
ductive powers of the soil even round Jerusa- 
lem, where it is poorer than in Galilee, and the 
northern parts of the country. Quince-trecs 
are seen bearing 400 quinces, each larger than 
the largest apples in England ; vines with 100 
bunches of grapes, many of the bunches three 
feet long, and grapes three and a quarter inches 
in circumference ; a citron tree having 510 Ibs. 
weight of fruit ; half-grown broad-beans, from 
Meshullam’s farm, the pod 13 inches long, and 
six clustering stems from one plant; durah, or 
Indian corn, eleven feet high, from which a 
similar crop had been taken not many weeks 
before ; water-melons, 20, 30, and 40 lbs. 
weight. For the above facts, we have the pub- 
lished testimony of Mr. Finn, who has shown 
in many ways his deep interest in the good of 
Israel. The supply of rain in the region 
round Jerusalem has steadily increased during 
the last seven years. Last year there were 
abundant ‘ latter rains’ in the end of April 
and the beginning of May, a thing unknown 
for years before. What interesting tokens of 
the increase which that once glorious earth 
shall yield, when the Lord shall repair the waste 
places of many generations! And what proofs 
that it is the unbelief, and indolence, and de- 
structiveness of man, which lie as the great 
curse upon the land!—Fvrom Madras United 
Service Gazelle, of May 10, 1853. 

= oo - 

Fencing Expenses in the United States. 

In the discussion of the subject of fencing, at | 
the last Farmers’ Club, Solon Robinson made the 
following statement, reported in the Tribune: 

‘** The late Nicholas Biddle made out a case 
from census figures, proving that the annual 
sum wasted in Pennsylvania to keep fences in 
repair, was more than ten millions of dollars a 
year, and there is no doubt but that sum may 
be multiplied by the number of States in the 
Union; making more than $300,000,000 
worth of labor annually expended upon the fen- 
ces of the United States. * * * Within an 
hour of this room I have seen a farm divided 
into lots of one to five acres by heavy stone- 
walls. It is moderate to calculate ten feet lost 
to cultivation for each line of fence, and that 
they cost a dollar a rod to build, and ten per 
cent. upon that ever after to keep in repair. 
* But,’ says the stone -wall advocate, ‘ they were 
built to get rid of the stone—nothing else could 
be done with them.’ That is not so. Half of 
that very farm has a wet soil, and every acre 
would be doubled in value by underdraiuing, 
and if every foot of those stone-walls had been 
buried at the same cost of building, the farm 
would be worth this day twice as much as it 
could be sold for, with its miles of fenee.— 
Farms are common all over the country where 
the fence is worth more than the land.— 
‘“ * * * No part of the country expends 
so much labor in fencing as Mississppi and Louis- 
jana. ‘S‘he cotton plantations are fenced with 
zig zag fence of oak rails, generally stake-and- 
ridered, 10 to 16 railshigh. Owing to heat 
and damp, the durability of rails does not ex- 
ceed seven years. On some of’ the rich lands 


sumiac and elder grow large enough to make 








all the labor of a plantation one month a year 
to keep up the fences.” 

To the preceding Prof. Mapes added: 

‘It appears by the last census that we had 
then 118,000,000 of acres of land in eul- 
tivation. It is a fair calculation to assume that 
this land is divided into an average of twenty- 
acre fields, and that the labor of fencing, ex- 
clusive of materials, is worth 50 cents a rod. 
This would be $113,25 for every field, and 
$670,766,273 for the whole, the simple inter- 
est of which will astonish any man who will 
make the calculation. This is a monstrous tax 
upon industry, besides the loss of land upon 
which the fence stands. 

The authors of the remarks above quoted, think 
that there isa great deal of needless fence—are 
in favor of ‘ soiling’ cattle, forbidding them the 
road, &c. But the grand reduction of this ex- 
pense is to come under the reign of Communism. 





Respect To THE Higuer Law.—In the constitu- 
tion of the Sandwich Islands the first article 
reads as follows: “It is our fixed decree—1. 
That no law shall be enacted which is at variance 
with the word of the Lord Jehovah, or at vari- 
ance with the general spirit of His word. All 
laws of the Island shall be in consistency with 
the general spirit of God’s law.” Here is the 
* Higher Law” boldly proclaimed as the funda- 
mental law of the land. 
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The Things we Mind, 

Paul says, in Galatians 5: 17, ‘ The flesh lusteth 
against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the 
flesh; and these are contrary the one to the 
other.’ This disagreement is more particularly 
described in the seventh of Romans. The con- 
trary inducements of the flesh and Spirit are 
there referred to in language like the following: 
‘I delight in the law of God after the inward 
man: but I see another law in my members, war- 
ring against the law of my mind.. . .. What I would, 
that I do not, but what I hate thatdo I.’ Every 
body feels the working of these two inducements ; 
but it is said in the eighth of Romans: ‘They that 
are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh, 
but they that are after the Spirit, the things of 
the Spirit: so that different persons yield, one to 
the inducements of the Spirit, and another to 
those of the flesh. By receiving Christ we are 
strengthened to mind the things of the Spirit, 
and deny those of the flesh. Both appeal to us, 
but we are able to give attention to the one and 
not to the other. What was before impotent de- 
sire becomes will and strength. 








The Soul of Memory, 


One remarked in our hearing this evening, ‘I 
want to have my memory strengthened.’ This 
was after having an exercise in our Bible Game, 
which has already been explained in the Circular. 
The desire thus expressed suggested a train of 
thought like the following. We confess Christ in 
us a whole savior, and believe that we are unit- 
ed to him as the branch to the vine. And as the 
life-giving power of the vine penetrates into all 
its branches, so by faith the quickening life of 
Christ will flow into every part of our nature 
reviving faculties that have become torpid, and 
supplying all deficiencies. 

Phrenologists and others have sought out ma- 
ny inventions, and numerous prescriptions have 
been administered to strengthen the memory, 
while they leave Christ, the fountain of wisdom 
and knowledge, entirely out of account. But 
hear what Christ said to his disciples a short 
time before his departure: ‘If ye shall ask any 
thing in my name, I will doit.? Then as if to 
anticipate their desire to remember all that he 
had said to them, he says, ‘.And I will pray the 
Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, 
that he may abide with you forever.....The 
Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the 
Father will send in my name, he shall teach you 
all things, and bring all things to your remem- 
brance, whatsoever I have said unto you. And 
this promise we know has been fulfilled, by many 
facts which have come under our own observation. 
So that we place more reliance on the memory 
which we are conscious of receiving through the 
Spirit, than on any natural talent, or mere hu- 
man eflorts. We believe that this saying of 
Christ,— Every plant, which my heavenly Father 
hath not planted, shall be rooted up,’—applies to 
all the faculties of our nature; and that good 
memories, or anything else, are not to be relied 
upon, except as they are sanctified by the spirit 





rails. 


It is commonty calculated that it takes 


The Problem of History—No. 3. 

Christ gave a parabolical epitome of history in 
the 13th chapter of Matthew, verses 24—30; 36 
—43 : 

“The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man 
which sowed good seed in his field: but while 
men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares 
among the wheat, and went his way. 
the blade was sprung up, and brought forth fruit, 
then appeared the tares also. So the servants of the 
householder came and said unto him, Sir, didst 
not thou sow good seed in thy field? from whence 
then hath it tares? He said unto them, An enemy 
hath done this. The servants said unto him, 
Wilt thou then that we go and gather them up? 
But he said, Nay; lest while ye gather up the 
tares, ye root up also the wheat with them. Let 
both grow together until the harvest: and in the 
time of the harvest I will say to the reapers, 
Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them 
in bundles to burnthem: but gather the wheat 
into my barn... ..Then Jesus sent the multitude 
away, and went into the house: and his disciples 
came unto him, saying, Declare unto us the para- 
ble of the tares of the field. He answered and 
said unto them, He that soweth the good seed is 
the Son of man; The field is the world; the good 
seed are the children of the kingdom; but the 
tares are the children of the wicked one ; the ene- 
my that sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the world: and the reapers are the 
angels. As therefore the tares are gathered and 
burned in the fire; so shall it be in the end of 
this world. The Son of man shall send forth his 
angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom 
all things that offend, and them which do iniquity ; 
and shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there 
shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. Then 
shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the 
kingdom of their Father.’’ 

From the basis furnished by this synopsis, and 
by the preliminary statements in the two pre- 
vious articles of this series, we can follow the 
course of history in a direct and consecutive 


route. 
© © -- 


Correspondence of the Circular, 
A Persevering Associationist. 
Oneida, April 18, 1854. 
Dear G—: 
A gentleman called here a few days ago, who 


introduced himself as‘Mr. W. from Ky., an old 
Associationist.? He gave us an account of his 
past history, andas it was somewhat novel and 
interesting I will relate it to you as briefly as pos- 
sible. 

He was born in Md., and educated as a Quaker ; 
but afterwards joined the Methodist church, which 
he also left on account of a lack of fellowship. 

He next joined the Skaneateles Community, and 
was one of its first members. He remained a 
short time, and then left and joined the Marlboro 
Community in Ohio, thinking the latter move- 
ment a nearer approach to his ideas of true Soci- 
ety. There he continued till it failed, when he 
again returned to the Skaneateles Community and 
remained till that broke up. Here he put in 
$630, and on leaving received back only $10. At 
the Marlboro Community he paid in $73, and re- 
ceived nothing when he left. He made no com- 
plaint of this, and seemed tv have but little regard 
for money. He next joined the Linesburg Com- 
munity in Pa., where he remained till that failed. 
After that he visited the Shakers at Union Village, 
Ohio, and finally accepted their invitation to join 
them, ‘as they seemed to have a great deal of love 
for each other, and he thought were living in har- 
mony with the principles of the gospel.’ Here he 
remained two years, spending most of his time 
in teaching their school. He discovered that their 
only object was to make and Jay up money, and 
he quit them. 

Proceeding to Boston, he connected himself 
with John M. Spears, the Anti-Hanging and 
Prison Discipline man; and visited Prof. Web- 
ster just before his execution, whom he repre- 
sented as being in a hard, impenitent state. He 
also connected himself with the Abolitionists 
of Boston, and was there through the Simms ex- 
citement, &c. 

He next visited a wealthy brother who resides 
in Massachusetts, and whom he had not seen for 
many years. This brother tried to pursuade him 
to give up his wild notions and live with him. 
He said that he told him that he was not quite 
ready yet to return to isolated society. Though 
he had failed in every attempt to realize it, he 
still believed that Communism was the only true 
state of society, and nothing would induce him 
to give it up. 

From thence he went to Hopedale and joined 
that Community. But finding the state of soci- 
ety there not at all in harmony with his ideas of 
what a Community should be, after nine months 
he left and returned again to Ohio, where he 
went to work at his trade of carpenter and joiner. 
During his stay there he visited Cabet’s Commu- 
nity at Nauvoo, with the purpose of joining if he 


But when} 





He then went to Kentucky where he again 
went to work at his trade. There he ga¥e the 
slaves such information as enabled seyeral of 
them to get their freedom. Last February he 
hired a boat and two men, and put three slaves 
across the river into Ohio. He was soon suspected, 
| and was obliged to leave the state hastily, leaving 
his clothes and tools behind. He spent a short 
time in Ohio, and then came on here; having seen 
one of our Reports at Hopedale. He has been here 
three days , and says he finds here the spirit he 
has been seeking for all his life. He seems mod- 
est and intelligent—has spent most of his time 
since he came here in reading the Berean and 
other publivations, in which he seems deeply in- 
terested. He will leave to-day. witha view of 
getting a situation in our neighborhood, say- 
ing that the world ‘looks dreary to him, and there 
is no place that seems like home.’ 

While conversing with this man about the dif- 
ferent Reforms with which he had been connected, 
I saw more clearly than ever before, the perfect 
folly of undertaking any reform, unless it is based 
on Jesus Christ as the chief corner stone—the 
foundation of the whole edifice. He confessed 
himself that all these Communities had failed, be- 
cause they were not built on Christ. 

The world is full of ‘ reformers,’ all busy in 
trying to better the condition of society—to se- 
cure man’s rights, and to relieve men from the 
burdens which press upon them; but how few 
have any regard for God’s claims? And yet it is 
most obvious to reflection, that any one who at- 
tempts in this way to secure the happiness of 
man by overlooking the rights of God, which are 
the first to be recognized and acknowledged, will 
certainly fail. 

Christ when asked what was the first and 
great commandment, said, ‘Thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart: and the 
second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neigh- 
bor as thyself,’ &c. 4'ere Christ places the thing 
in its true order, First love to God and second 
love to man, and I deem it a matter of fact that no 
one can love man truly who does not first give his 
heart to God. There are men enough who make 
great professions of love formankind, and who talk 
loudly about common brotherhood, &c., but I 
should have no confidence that any one would do 
me any permanent good who was not acting in 
harmony with God’s purpose. 

This is the lesson, it seems to me, which the 
world needs to learn: 1, that the ‘heavens do 
rule;’ 2, that their success depends not on their 
own efforts and abundant labors, but on finding 
out the will of God and acting in harmony with it. 
This will secure us success, and happiness for the 
present and the future, and nothing else will. 

Yours, J. R. M. 





Letter Readings. 


A journalist at the Putney Commune, speaking 
of their progress in studies, says: 

“ We find our interest and pleasure in them pro- 
portioned to our numbers, and the circulation of the 
Community spirit. Truly, aggregation is the secret 
and fountain of enthusiasm in any exercise or em- 
ployment, securing both the greatest amount of 
happiness and execution. We hope and expect to 
grow in outward harmonies and social fellowships 
in the same proportion as spiritual expans:on and 
inward unity develop their growth in our daily 
experience. And this again, we know, will be 
according to our faith in God, and devotion to 
the sovereignty of Jesus Christ. When all were 
with one accord in one place, what mighty results 
were realized, on the day of Pentecost; and_ if 
spiritual sympathy and personal unity were neces- 
sary then, in order to secure the blessing of God 
and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, we may 
infer that the same is true now; and that we are 
moving in the right direction, in setting up Bi- 
ble Communism as our standard of practical life 


, 


and our spiritual aim. Nok. We” 


Winter in April has given some of our folks 
who have lived in the city through the regular 
season and gone into the country with the open- 
ing of spring. quite a taste of winter pleasures. 
A correspondent at Wallingford says, that ‘city 
people who only visit the country in the summer, 
miss seeing it in one of its most interesting dress- 
es, its robe of white.’ Describing the late storm, 
she continues: “It was a regular north-easter. 
The wind blew the snow about in wild con- 
fusion, and lodged it in drifts on the ground. 
Now the little birds creep under the snow to find 
something to eat, and to keep warm. The icicles 
glisten, hanging like ornaments on the edge of 
the roofs, trees, &c. The boys are out sliding; 








of Christ. 


liked, but he said it was no Community to him. 


rolling great snowballs, and diving in the drifts, 
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and ¢ in with ruddy faces, warm with the ex- 


ercis. ve settled it in my mind that winter 'ship Powhatan near Egg Harbor, with 200 per- 
in the try has beauties not to be overlooked 


by the city gentry. H. A. N.” 
The Putney farmers seem to be making the 

best of the times: one of them writes : 
“Saturday morning the ground being covered 


with snow, and the weather unsuitable for gard- | 


ening, we thought we would commence our plow- 
ing, and so turned under quite a fleecy coat for 
the good of the soil. Monday again, we plowed, 


and mixed in more of this providential manure, | 


Just as we began plowing it began snowing, and 
soon we had a stiff March gale ; but we enjoyed 
the novelty of plowing when all looked grum, 
boisterous, and wintery. To day we have been 
plowing, with snow five or six inches deep, and 
sleighs passing. Whether the theory is correct, 
that snow is the ‘poor man’s manure,’ I cannot 
say from knowledge, but if true, our vat-field will 
have the benefit of it this season.” 

E. H. H. of Cambridge Community, describes 
a recent visit toaneighboring brother, and a day 
spent in the sugar forest : 

“Our friends have a large sugar-bush, and | 


ters; the most fatal of which is the loss of the 
: ; 
}sons. The beach near the scene of the wreck is 
| 

isaid to have been strewed with dead _ bodies, 
; which were washed ashore from the ill-fated ves- 


sel. 
EE 2 


Arrival of the Asia. 
| The steamer Asia arrived this forenoon, bring- 
| ing three days’ later intelligence from Europe.— 
The news is so unimportant that we omit our 
usual summary. Matters remain nearly as at our 
last advices. 

a 


Spiritual Agencies, 


Home-Talk by J. If. N. 





| Bible philosophy is distinguished from 


_the philosophy of science, in that it refers 
| good and evil, as seen in this world, 


}and manifested in individual experiences, 
to supernatural causes. It constantly 
|teaches the presence and agency of God 


jin all the good that is circulating around 
jus; and, on the other hand, it teaches 


and preach the agency of evil spirits as 
of good spirits.. It isa matter of faith 
in both cases—of faith piercing the vail 


itual realities and agencies. I apprehend 
that persons who do not discover the 
works of the devil have no eye to see the 
works of God, 


this philosophy. The doctrine that God 
is the author of good--that his provi- 
dence is over us, and that righteousness 
and prosperity proceed from him, might 
be made an excuse for laziness ; and so, 
on the other hand, the doctrine of the 


turned into an excuse for our own evil 
doings, and for antinomianism and de- 
spair. But still, though these doctrines 
are liable to abuse, it is yet all-important 


—as necessary that we should recognize | 


It would be easy to make a bad use of 


Bible concerning evil spirits, might be | 


If it is true on the side of good, 
that superhuman power combines with 


crease?’ 


human agency, making righteousness and 
prosperity partnership affairs, I cannot 


of mere materialism, and discovering spir- see why the same combination may not 


take place with reference to evil—why 
the devil’s spirit may not combine with 
human agency, and in this partnership 
produce sin, misery, and destruetion.. 
Look at a single instance—at Christ 
in the garden before his betrayal. He 
had there an awful, agonizing experience. 
His soul sunk into death, as it were, and 


his body too. He said, ‘ My soul is ex- 


ceeding sorrowful, even unto deatli ;? and 
he sweat great drops of blood. What 


was the cause. of this ? 
in order to be consistent would have to 
say, that those drops of blood were oc- 
vasioned: in-some way by the transgres- 
sion of the laws of nature—that he was 


Physiologists. 


found their hands full of business. They have|the similar presence and agency of the 


that we should understand them and nervous in view of his crueifixion—had 
cleave to them; and their liability to) taken on himself too much responsibility, 


tapped 530 trees, and could tap 1UU more, if they 
had buckets and help enough. I went over in- 
tending to help them if they needed it, and found 
that the offer was acceptable. We gathered sap 
through the forenoon. ‘The dinner that Mrs 
had put up for the party in the woods, proved abun- 
dant for all, with the addition of a few eggs found 
at the barn; and at noon, Mr. A after boiling 
the eggs in the sap, called out, ‘dinner is ready.’ 
Then with sap-bucket seats, we drew around our 
sap-bucket table. I enjoyed the whole thing 
mightily. There in the old woods we confessed 
Christ’s sovereignty, and ate our ‘ meat with glad- 
ness and singleuess of heart.’ It was experience 
in real life worth having. On our table was the 
fat of the land;’ fresh eggs boiled, and the rich 
maple syrup. ‘To eat with, we had one cascknife, 
a pocket knife, and a spoon whittled out of wood ; 
and we drank out of a pail. But we had good 
appetites, and a spirit of faith and thankful- 
ness towards Godas the author of everything 
good. Inthe afternoon [ assisted in gathering 
sap. There had been agood run the day before, 
and we had plenty to do to pour the clear sap 
into the pail, and carry it to the drawing-tub.— 
The old way of carrying the sap to the boiling- 
place by hand, must have been quite laborious.” 








There is quite a problem propounded in the fol- 
lowing from a correspondent at Oneida: 

“ We find it extremely difficult to communize 
hogs; and it is a serious question with us whether 
they were ever intended for Community life.— 
Vur horses, cattle and hens, are all docile and qui- 
etand seem to improve under Community disci- 
pline, but with all the influence we can exert, our 
hogs only grow the more swinish. ‘They are very 
quarrelsome of late, and we have lost four from 
intestine broils. 
seems to intensify their selfishness, which you 
know would be the natural effect, if it did not ex- 
pel it.” 


The Community atmosphere 


We have received several letters lately, ex- 
pressing warm appreciation of the Circular, of 
which we will give one, as a representative for 
the whole: 

“ Rogersville, April 1854.—I am glad to say that 
the Lord continues to bless the reading of the Cir- 
cular, to my spiritual and physical improvement. 
Ithas been unusally interesting to me the past two 
weeks, and particularly what has been said in fa- 
vor of free labor. It is impossible for me to de- 
scribe the impresion that the timely development 
of this truth, has made upon my mind. I pray 
that the fashions of the world may be so changed 
that ‘free labor’ and inspiration may be the order 
of the day. I am acquiring both strength and 
boldness in confessing Christ. Please send me 
three copies of the Origin of Evil. I think that 
& correct understanding of that subject, is almost 
if not altogether, indispensable to prepare the 
mind to receive Christ as a Savior from all sin. 

W. H. Guiwirts.” 
—---- 7 © <a 0 - 

=== The memorial of the spiritualists to Con- 
gress is said to be three hundred and ninety-six 
feet in length, backed with brown cotton, and 
bound at the edges with pink riband, and wound 
on a reel, 

‘ ahaha ities ae 

Surewreck.—The late storm proves to have 
been very destructive to shipping. Numerous ac- 


‘to accept of this philosophy. 


devil in the evil that takes place. That 
book continually proclaims, in season and 
out of season, whether men will hear or 
forbear, that the causes of things and 
events exist in the supernatural—in God 
and the devil, in good spirits andin evil 


It seems very hard for the world 
They ac- 
knowledge the truth of the Bible in a 
general and indefinite way; while they 
characterize the view it takes of good 
and evilas ‘ unscientific’ and ‘ fanatical,’ 
and exclude it from crowding itself upon 
them at present, by such excuses as that 
‘the age of miracles is past,’ and things 
are not now managed in this world with 
respect to the interference of spiritual 
agencies as they once were. 


spirits. 


I should think, however, that there is 
more freedom for men to accept, at least 
in the form of words, of the doctrine 
that good comes from God, and to at- 
tribute health, righteousness, and pros- 
perity of all kinds, to his providence, 
than there is to recognize the agency ot 
the devil in the world. But the Bible 
appears to equally favor both sides. On 
the one side it tells us—‘It is not by 
might, nor by power, but by my spirit, 
saith the Lord.’ ‘Paul may plant, and 
Apollos may water, but God giveth ‘he 
increase.” ‘Except the Lord build the 
house, they labor in vain that build it. 
Except the Lord keep the city, the 
watchman waketh but in vain.” And on 
the other side, we read that Satan en- 
tered into Judas, and that Satan prompt- 
ed Ananias and Sapphira to do what they 
did—that Satan also harrassed Job—and 
that evil spirits possessed men, and pro- 
duced the same symptoms which are now 
called ‘insanity,’ ‘fits, &c. There are 
now an abundance of such exhibitions as 
were common in Christ’s time, of men fall- 
ing down, wallowing and foaming and tear- 
ing themselves. In Christ’s time not only 
were such cases called possession of devils, 
but the spirits themselves threw off the 
mask, and acknowledged their presence, 
saying, ‘ What have we to do with thee, 
Jesus thou Son of God ?’ But no one 
admits nowadays that there is any such 
thing as an instance of the possession of 
the devil. 

It is evidently as necessary that we 
should understand that the devil is the 
author of all evil, as that God is the au- 
thor of all good. It is as necessary to 
understand that there is a devil’s provi- 


abuse will not at all discharge us from 
our responsibility in regard to them. 

For my part, I exceedingly desire that 
God should give me wisdom in regard to 
diseases, that I may know in the first 
place, what agency I have in causing 
them—how much is due to my impru- 
dence ; secondly, how much is to be 
charged to what scientific folks call the 
‘natural laws ;’ and thirdly, how much is 
to be referred to supernatural power.— 
This wisdom is required in order that 
criticism may be rightly distributed to all 
the parties concerned, and also that we 
may understand the nature of diseases, 
and be able to act rightly in reference to 
them. 
phy of the Bible, we can never believe in 
the permanent success of any medical 
theory that does not embrace as one very 
important element the philosophy of the 


Believing as we do in the philoso- 


Bible, in regard to good and evil spirits. 
The science of medicine will be overturn- 
ed and overturned, and new theories will 
succeed new theories, till it possesses it- 
self of this Bible philosophy. And the 
Bible philosophy will include all the truth 
that the devotees of medical science now 
hold and teach. 
ite doctrine of the physiologists is, that 
all diseases are referable to human agen- 


For instance, the favor- 


cies—being occasioned by the transgres- 
The old doc- 
trine was, that if persons become sick, it 
isoccasioned by an inscrutable providence, 
or the sickness comes, no ene knows how, 


sion of the laws of nature. 


But now physiologists agree in saying to 
the sick man—‘ You have done something 
wrong, and this sickness is the verdict of 
nature upon you.’ This doctrine is in- 
eluded in the Bible philosophy, which 
teaches that ‘the wages of sin is death.’ 
When Christ healed a man, in one in- 
stance, he said—‘ Go thy way, and sin no 
more, lest a worse thing come upon you.’ 
Here he discharged the man from the 
consequences of having done wrong ; but 
this discharge did not secure him from 
evil afterwards, if he should do wrong 
again. So, he healed the man which had 
a withered hand, by forgiving his sins. 

Why may not the tamiliar doctrine 


‘or had committed some other imprudence. 
'But he said, ‘'The prince of this world 
‘vometh, and hath nothing in me;’ so 
| that all agency on his part in wrong do- 
‘ing was positively excluded: yet he 
| And _ how is it to be 
‘accounted for? What law of nature 
lor of God was. transgressed 2? Here is 
icertainly an instance where suffering and 


| suffered intensely. 


‘evil are not traceable to human agency. 
‘Then, on the other hand, there are 
doubtless many cases where persons have 
themselves been imprudent and done 
wrong, so that Satan hati something in 
them; but even in these cases the great 
result may be mainly attributable to the 
influence that baptized Christ with 
death. As we have seen, the result in 
the case of Christ was wholly owing to 
the spiritual power of darkness; and’ so, 





|in other cases, the result may be mainly 
| produced, (or even entirely,) by that 
same malignant power. 

Now every one should desire to be hon- 
est with himself, and with God, and als 
to give the devil his due; and thus be able 
to discriminate between the things which 
are to be fairly referred’ to our transgres-~ 
sions, and the things that are to be re- 
ferred to the diabolical power of dark- 
ness. I look for the power of Christ to 
be again manifeste@ in this world as it 
was when he was here personally, casting 
out devils, healing the sick, &c. But ] 
do not anticipate such manifestations of 
miraculous power till men know how to 





run the line between human agency and 


the devil’s agency, and till they are pre- 
| pared to make such a use of the power te 
destroy the devil’s works, as will not en- 
courage pride and antinomianism, but 
iwill make it a stimulus of faith and 
righteousness. ‘To heal a man, and send 
him away with the idea that he can get 
into the same condition again by-his own 
foolishness, and then be healed again. 
‘would be very unprofitable business + it 
| would be making Christ a minister of 
sin. It isa nice point to be gained, to 
stimulate us to our own proper righteous- 
ness, and yet discharge us from the ex- 
‘traneous influences of the devil. And 





expressed, in the words, ‘ Paul may plant, | Christ will insist upon our dealing fairl 
and Apollos may water, but God giveth | with him in both respects—in rightly re- 
the increase,’ be applied to the agencies; ceiving and using his power, and in dis- 
of evil as well as of good 2? Is it not true, } charging our own individual duties, Ii 
for instance, that onc man may drink! we heal a man through his agency, we 


° | ° ‘¢ saci 33 
liquor, and another man may sell it to! must say to him : ‘Go thy way, and sin 


| 


him, but it is the devil who makes it a} no more, lest a worse thing come upon 








counts of marine disasters reach us from all quar- 





dence, as that there is a God’s providence 





growing mischief—who ‘giveth the in-| thee.’ 
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Christ's Victories. 

In studying the life of Christ, we may 
observe a continually ascending series of 

Victories in his warfare with the Prince 

this world. It is evident that he met 
and conquered all the ordinary tempta- 
tions peculiar to a life in the flesh, ful- 
filled the righteousness of the law, and 
kept a clear conscience, previous to the 
time that he was of age and commenced 
his more active service in his Father’s 
business. During this period he perfect- 
ed his sympathies with those who were 
uncer the law, by submitting to all the 
ordinances which were appropriate in a 
dutiful son and a Jew. The last trans- 
actions of this period of negative resist- 
ance to evil were, his baptism by John, and 
his temptation in the wilderness. When 
John objected to baptizing him, on the 
ground of his own inferiority, he replied, 
‘ Suffer it to be so now, for thus it be- 
cometh us to fulfill all righteousness.’ 
The result of this final act of obedience 
and humility, which was the consumma- 
tion of his whole previous life of submission 
to human ordinances, was the descent of 
the Holy Spirit and a voice from heaven, 
saying, ‘ This is my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased.’ This transac- 
tion seems to have roused the devil’s 
jealousy ; and well it might; for since 
Adam’s fall there had not been another 
instance of perfect uprightness before 
God. Therefore he was under special in- 
ducements to try special and direct tempt- 
ations, in order to bring him under con- 
demnation. He was permitted to employ 
his utmost power and cunning to accom- 
plish this. But Christ’s humility and 
devotion to the object of his mission was 
such, that he could not make him swerve 
a hair’s-breadth from the path of duty 
and expediency. 

Having beaten the devil in this field 
of negative righteousness, or defensive re- 
sistance to evil, we next find him begin- 
ning an offensive war, assaulting and ta- 
king one after another of the devil’s long- 
established and well fortified strong-holds. 
‘From that time Jesus began to preach, 
and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand.’ He began to shed 
forth upon the world that heavenly mag- 
netism, the first effect of which was to 
draw to him by an irresistible attraction, 
the most simple-minded and pure in heart. 
It was this influence that induced his 
disciples to leave all and cleave to him, 
and which drew the multitude around 
him wherever he went. This was the 
power by which he healed the sick, cast 
out devils, raised the dead, &c. But he 
soon found that there was more business 
of this sort than he could personally at- 
tend to, and that it was expedient that 
this miraculous power should be extended 
to others. ‘When he saw the multitude 
he was moved with compassion on them 
because they fainted, and were scattered 
abroad as sheep having no shepherd.— 
Then saith he to his disciples, The har- 
vest truly is plenteous but the laborers 
are few. Pray ye therefore the Lord of 
the harvest that he will send forth labor- 
ers into his harvest.’ Then he commis- 
sioned his disciples to go into all the 
cities of Israel, and do the same mighty 
works that he had done. Wher. the sev- 


enty returned to him with joy, declaring 
that even the devils were subject to them 
through his name, he said, ‘I beheld Sa- 


‘in that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit and 
said, I thank thee O Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth, that thou hast hid 
these things from the wise and prudent, 
and hast revealed them unto babes.’ Well 
might he rejoice, for the almighty power 
of God which had conquered and sub- 
dued human nature in himself, and rout- 
ed disease and death from his presence, 
had now found an effectual lodgement in 
others, The reign of Satan was effectu- 
ally denied, for the laws by which he held 
mankind in bondage were broken with 
impunity. 

The next most prominent event that 
marked his career, seems to have been his 
silencing the Pharisees described in the 
22d of Matthew. He had all along been 
in a dispute and collision with them, but 
at that time, he brought the whole mat- 
ter to an issue so far as words were con- 
cerned ; for ‘no man was able to answer 
him a word, neither durst any man, from 
that day forth, ask him any more ques- 
tions.’ He pronounced the most unspar- 
ing woes upon them, which they could 
neither gainsay nor resist. The only re- 
ply that they could make was deeds of 
persecution. 

From that time forward he addressed 
himself to final conflict with, and victory 
overdeath. This was the finishing stroke 
of the work that his Father had given 
him to do. He did not shrink from his 
task, but relying on the love and power 
of the Father to raise him up, he boldly 
entered the lowest and darkest recess of 
the devil’s dominions, from whence he 
rose far above all principalities and pow- 
ers. 

Thus the drama of his life, as we have 
traced it, may be divided into four great 
acts. The first wasa victory over human 
nature in himself. This was signalized 
by the descent of the Holy Spirit after 
his baptism by John, and by the ministra- 
tion of angels after his special temptation 
in the wilderness, 

The second was the commencement 
and prosecution of an aggressive warfare 
upon the devil’s power, signalized by the 
many miracles that he performed through 
his disciples’ agency, as well as through 
his personal presence and power. 

The third was a victory over the high- 
est and strongest principality of evil in 
this world, in a moral and spiritual point 
of view, which was that of the Pharisees. 
The fourth was a victory over death— 
a breaking in upon the enclosure of Hades, 
and setting its captives free. H. J. 8. 
Wallingford Commune. 





The Law of Usury---A Type. 
‘The law, having a shadow of good 
things to come,’ may be studied to advan- 
tage; for by tracing the form of the shad- 
ow, we get an outline view of the thing 
shadowed. In this way we find that the 
foundations of Christ’s kingdom were 
laid far back in the first ages of the world. 
—that the truths of that kingdom took 
shape, if not lineaments, in that first 
revelation of God toman. Thus the law 
of usury may be called an outline of 
community of goods. ‘If thou lend 
money to any of my people that is poor 
by thee, thou shalt not be to him as an 
usurer, neither shalt thou lay upon him 
usury.’ Ex, 22: 25. ‘Thou shalt not 
lend upon usury to thy brother; usury of 
money, usury of victuals, usury of any 


stranger thou mayest lend upon usury; 
but unto thy brother thou shalt not lend 
upon usury.’ Deut. 23: 19,20. This pro- 
hibition, when we find that it classes 
usury as synonymous with increase, aims 
a fatal blow at the value of property 
as an individual acquisition; at least at 
the acquisition of any more than men can 
use for their own consumption and en- 
joyment. Beyond that, property has no 
value only in its power of increase. For 
who need care whether he or his neighbor 
owns property, so long as he can have the 
use and possession of it, rent free? The 
borrower is no longer servant to the lend- 
er, but just the reverse of that is true. 

This statute faithfully carried out, 
would produce essentially a community of 
goods. But the statute will probably 
never produce the effect. It is left for 
the truth to produce this result—the 
truth contained in the reason assigned 
for giving the statute: ‘Zam the Lord 
your God, which brought you forth out 
of the land of Egypt, to give you the land 
of Canaan, and to be your God.’ Lev. 
25: 38. This expression, ‘I am the 
Lord,’ is often repeated in the Scriptures, 
and seems to underlie the whole law of 
prohibitions. And the truth conveyed is, 
that in all things God is the real pro- 
ducer and owner. ‘ Paul may plant and 
Apollos water, but God giveth the in- 
crease.’ 

The giving of increase is a prerogative 
of God, and cannot pertain to things,— 
money or goods do not possess it, and it 
is the spirit of idolatry alone, that exalts 
them into God’s place. ‘ Know the Lord,’ 
was a frequent exhortation in those old 
times; and Israel first forgot God, and 
then turned to the idols of the nations 
among whom they lived. So now, and at 
all times, a lack of vital knowledge that 
God is the Lord,—that he holds in his 
hands all manner of treasures, and dis- 
penses them to whom he will, is the cause 
of all the carefulness and anxiety that 
heaps up interest upon interest. Draw- 


ing near to him will destroy it. 
H. N. L. 
Verona, N. Y. 


Example for Business Men. 

Christ was a model business man.— 
Early in life his ‘Father’s business’ at- 
tracted his attention; and it was his 
‘meat and drink to do the will of God.’ 
A great while before day, and sometimes 
all night, he pursued his calling. By 
land and by sea, on the mountains and 
in the vallies, in the temple and in the 
desert place, alone and in the midst of 
the multitude, he kept the even tenor of 
his way, always asking and always receiv- 
ing such help from God as the occasion 
required. His faith did not waver in 
time of trial, but submitting to the judg- 
ment of the Father, he was reconciled to 
his arrangements, and earnest to finish 
the work given him to do. We do not 
hear of his boasting of great responsibili- 
ty, or complaining of being placed in cir- 
cumstances that he was not fully prepared 
to meet. He made no official requisition 
upon men, but accepted their faith as 
that which would save them, and subject 
them to obedience. He was meek, pa- 
tient, persevering and confiding—never 
discouraged. by the dullness of his disci- 
ples, as if his business would fail if any 
of them did not coéperate with him.— 
His confidence was in his Father; the 
business was his, as well as the capital 
and the means of securing operatives— 
‘My Father,’ said he ‘ is greater than all, 
and no man is able to pluck them out of 











And 


tan as lightning fall from heayen.’ 





thing that is lent upon usury. Untoa 





my Father’s hand.’ Here is a sample of 


the business qualities God employs in 
his work. Such are the apostles and 
Primitive church, and we are invited to 
become mediums of this grace, and open 
a channel for its introduction into every 
legitimate work in which men now en- 
gage, so that holiness may be diffused 


throughout the earth. L. H. 
Newark Commune. 





Letter of Friendship. 
Newark, April 14, 1854. 
Dear FRIENDs: 


I wish to express my growing appreci- 
ation of the Circular, as a means of edi- 
fication and instruction. The interest 
that is felt for its arrival at the proper 
time, and the dispatch with which it is 
read by all here, is good evidence that its 
visitations are none too often. Its help 
to us in the study of spiritual truth, it 
would be difficult to estimate—it is an 
important stimulus in the study of the 
Bible. Indeed, as some one has said, 
‘ with the paper, and meetings every even- 
ing, it is easy to make the labor of our 
hands as fuel to increase the flame of 
spirituality in our hearts,’ 

I was particularly pleased in reading 
to-day the correspondence from Mr, Leet. 
There is something good and cheering in 
such love-tokens, coming as they do 
through the columns of the paper, where 
all can share a common benefit. J. B. 








The Mediums of Public Benefits. 

An article in Chambers’ Journal, giving the 
genealogy of Steam-Navigation, (which, by the 
way, it traces to English origin.) makes the fol- 
lowing just remarks : 

These facts provoke us to some curious con- 
siderations on the kind of persons to whom the 
public is usually indebted for great discoveries 
and inventions. Such benefits seldom come from 
those who stand in high and assured places in 
science and art. It is rather the characteristic of 
such persons to treat coldly, if not with actual 
hostility, all new ideas. Most generally, we see a 
new idea come forth from some obscure source. 
Some poor, unpatronised man breaks his head and 
his heart upon it, struggling in vain to get it ad- 
mitted in respectable quarters. In time, out of 
the elevated and enlightened classes, a few men, 
not without intelligence, but with little reputa- 
tion for wisdom—possessing candor, which their 
neighbors call credulity—open their ears te it, 
think there is something in it, and for years have 
the unenviable notoriety of patronising that ri- 
diculous ology orism. By and by, tacts and 
demonstrations make so much way with the 
great mass of the public, that the leaders of sci- 
ence and chiefs of thought are compelled to own 
that it is not the humbug they once believed it to 
be. The novelty then takes the high place it is en- 
titled tv. Meanwhile, the originator is dead in ob- 
scurity—dead of the birth of his own idea—while 
its early nurses continue to be smiled at as men 
prone to take up with things unprovec. We sel- 
dom see that the very wise make any adequate 
apology for the scorn they once vented at both 
the idea and its patrons. The thoughtless pub- 
lic goes on in enjoyment of the addition of its 
knowledge and power, scarcely aware of the 
names of the men who have conferred upon it so 
great an obligation. And when the next new 
idea arises, it has to go through precisely the 
same ordeal, because the terror of making a wrong 
admission always exceeds the hope of a verification 
of any particular case. Thus it is, that from the 
mouths of babes Providence sends so much of 
what blesses mankind, while the wisdom of the 
sage is turned to foolishness. 





Tue Errecr or Love.—The attraction which love 
gives to industry, is well described in the following 
slip from the Home Journal. 

Lady Mary Wortley Montague, who figured 
in the fashionable as well as in the literary cir- 
cles of her time, has said that ‘ the most mi- 
nute details of household economy become ele- 
gant and refined, when they are ennobled by 
sentiment,”’ and they are truly ennobled, when 
we attend to them, either from a sense of du- 
ty, or consideration for a parent, or love to a 
husband. ‘To furnish a room,” continues 
the lady, ‘is no longer a common-place affair, 
shared with upholsterers and cabinet makers ; 
it is decorating the place where I am to meet 
a friend or lover. To order dinner is not 
merely arranging a meal with my cook ; it is 
preparing refreshments for him whom I love. 
These necessary occupations, viewed in this 
light by a person capable of strong attachments, 
are so many pleasures, and afford her far more 
delight than the games and shows which con- 
stitute the amusments of the world.” 
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—The Ferry Master at Detroit says, that at 
least nine hundred fugitive slaves have crossed at 
that point into Canada during the last year. It 
is also estimated that some two hundred and fifty 





have crossed over at Cleveland. 





